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What is Soft Power?  

Soft power is a concept developed by 
Joseph Nye of Harvard University to 
describe the ability to attract and co-
opt rather than coerce, use force or 
give money as a means of persuasion.  
(Source: Wikipedia) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soft_power


What is Chinese Soft Power?  

Does Chinese has soft power? 
 
What soft power has worked?  
 
How effective has it been?  
 
 



The Establishment of Confucius 
Institutes in the World 

Confucius Institutes in the United 
States and in the world have been 
established since 2004. There are 
over 72 Confucius Institutes in the 
US and over 480 in the world.  



The Mission of the Confucius Institutes 

To promote Chinese language and 
culture in foreign countries since 2004. 
http://english.hanban.org/ 
 
 

http://english.hanban.org/
http://english.hanban.org/


Structure of the Confucius 
Institute Support  

Hanban, the Office of Chinese 
Language Council International, i.e., 
the Confucius Institute Headquaters 
approves and provides funding, 
Chinese materials, and teachers to 
each Confucius Institute in the world.  



Chinese Materials  

The initial donation is 3000 items 
with an annual renewable selection 
by each Confucius Institute in the 
following years.  



Why Do the Institutions Want  
these Chinese Materials? 

1. No Chinese collection on campus at all. 
2. Updating the current collection 
3. Supporting curriculum  
4. Costs of Chinese resources vs. free 

Chinese materials to the institutions.  



Research Statements 

1. Has the donated collection been cataloged by 
the institutional library?  
2. How does these institutions handle Chinese 
language searching capability their cataloged 
collections? 
3. How the donated collections housed in these 
institutions for access and retrieval?  
4. How are the resources selected?  

  
 



Research Methods  

For this initial research, the author applied 
social science survey method to survey all the 
Confucius Institute Directors in the United 
States who were present at a conference in 
April 2010. Among forty Confucius Institute 
Directors, twenty-five survey questionnaires 
were completed, with a response rate of 63%.  
  
 



Data Analysis   

Number of donated resources:  
The responded Confucius Institutes 
received between 1100 to 8000 
books/CDs/DVDs from Hanban from 2004-
2010.   
  
 



Data Analysis   

Status of Organization and Access to 
these Resources:  
 
Among all the Confucius Institutes that 
responded to the survey,  56% responses 
stated that their donated collection was 
cataloged. Three Confucius Institutes 
responded that they had not cataloged the 
resources. One Confucius Institute responded 
that the cataloging was in progress.  
 



Data Analysis   

Access in Chinese and English Languages:  
 
Forty-eight percent of the responses (12 Confucius 
Institutes) stated that the Chinese language searching 
capability was available. Eight Confucius Institutes, 
32% of them responded that Chinese language 
searching capability is not available. Some of them 
simply use Pinyin for title information for retrieval. Two 
Confucius Institutes responded that partial searching 
capability of Chinese language or part of the collection 
can be searched in Chinese language. Three 
Confucius Institutes did not respond.  
 



Data Analysis   
Where are these Chinese resources are housed? 
 
Six Confucius Institutes, 24% of them responded that these 
donated items were housed in a special area in their libraries 
for special use.  
 
Fourteen Confucius Institutes, 56% of them responded that 
these donated items were housed in the Confucius Institute 
office space separated from their libraries.  
 
One Confucius Institute indicated that it needed professional 
assistance to organize this donated collection.  



Data Analysis   

How are these Chinese resources 
stored in the library systems? 
 
Ten Confucius Institutes, 40% of them 
responded that they either totally or 
partially integrated to the general library 
collections.  



Data Analysis   

How are these Chinese resources 
stored in the library systems? 
 
Ten Confucius Institutes, 40% of them 
responded that they either totally or 
partially integrated to the general library 
collections.  



Data Analysis   

How are these Chinese resources 
stored in the library systems? 
 
If CJK system is not available in the library, 
the default input language for access is 
Pinyin. 



Future    

 
The donation of books/CDs/DVSs from 
Hanban is an ongoing project for each 
Confucius Institute in the US.  
 
Local Confucius Institutes choose to receive 
these items from lists of titles from Hanban for 
their teaching Chinese language and Chinese 
culture.  



Future    

These resources are in Chinese or 
Chinese/English or English. They are 
mainly published in China and many of 
them are only available from China-based 
publishers. 
 
Institutional libraries tend to select and 
integrate research oriented items from the 
donated items to their main collections. 



Future    

Many donated resources from Hanban are 
textbooks, teaching materials, and Chinese 
language dictionaries. The Confucius 
Institutes indicated that they circulated or 
distributed these teaching resources to 
teachers or local schools for language 
teaching purposes.    



Challenges to the Profession   

1. Selecting resources from these donation 
resources. 
 
2. Start-up Chinese collection vs. selective 
materials to be added to the institutional 
library.  
 
3. The relationship between the Confucius 
Institutes and their institutional libraries. 



Challenges to the Profession   

4. The role of each institutional library in developing 
this collection is not clearly defined in almost all 
Confucius Institutes in the US. . 
 
5. High costs to add CJK components to the library 
integrated system. 
 
6. Lack of professional staff members who are 
capable of Chinese language to catalog the 
collection sets another limit in providing access to 
these resources. 



Challenges to the Profession   

7. Personnel who are responsible to select 
the resources, who make policies or 
decisions to organize these collections, 
how to provide access to these collections 
have become professional challenges in 
these institutions.  
 



Conclusions  

1. The resources/materials in the 
Confucius Institutes will continue to 
grow.  

2. The selection of these materials will 
continue to be either the Confucius 
Institute Director or staff’s work or a 
collaborative effort between the 
Confucius Institutes and their 
institutional libraries. 



 
 
  

Confucius Institute Director’s Academic Background  

Anthropology, 2% 

Applied 
Mathematics / 
Physics, 2% 

Business, 2% 

Chinese, 
6% 

Chinese Culture, 2% 

Chinese 
literature, 6% 

Communication, 4% 

Comparative 
Literature, 4% 

Contrastic 
Linguistics, 2% 

East Asian Studies, 2% 

Economics, 4% 
Education, 

6% 

Educational 
Psychology, 2% 

English, 8% 

Foreign Languages, 
2% 

Forest Genetics & 
Breeding, 2% 

Geography, 2% 

Geology & 
Paleobotany, 2% 

History, 8% 
Industrial Engineering, 

2% 

Library and Information 
Science, 2% 

Language Pedagogy, 
6% 

Law, 2% 

Linguistics, 2% 

Mechanical 
Engineering, 2% 

Medicine , 2% 

Modern Chinese 
Affairs, 2% 

Music, 2% 
Physics, 2% 

Political Science, 2% 

Psychology, 2% 

Sino-American Cultural 
and Educational 
Comparison, 2% 

Theater , 2% 



Conclusions  

3. As the collection gets larger, the 
cataloging process, professional staffing, 
and online Chinese language searching 
capability will present professional demand 
and challenges.  



Conclusions  

4. Access to the collection varies and changes as each 
Confucius Institute develops.  
 
5. Space to house these resources/materials will 
become a new topic of discussion.  
 
6. How will LIS profession respond to the new arrivals 
of Chinese materials in these institutions to provide 
guidelines, policies, and advice for a new territory of 
Chinese librarianship?  

 
  

 



 
Thank you! 
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