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Religion



“The leaders of Colored Methodism had mastered the 

intricacies of southern racial diplomacy. … This minority of 

black traditionalists had made their peace with the white 

South … they shared the religious beliefs of white evangelicals. 

… These freedpeople saw relationships between white and 

black southerners as cords of stability in a world that had 

become tumultuous and unpredictable.”

Hildebrand, The Times Were Strange and Stirring (1995), 21



Gilbert in 1884





“The John Wesley Gilbert program may be stated in the 

following sentences: No two races can live together, 

interlarded, under the same laws, but with different race 

marks and proclivities, in anything like peace without a 

program of ‘good will’ and interracial understanding.”

Colclough, The Spirit of John Wesley Gilbert (1925), 29–30





“We are born and brought up with black men. They 

understand us, and we understand them. We understand 

their good qualities and their bad qualities.”

Lambuth; quoted in Kasongo, “A Spirit of Cooperation in 

Mission” (1998), 262 
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Politics



The Appeal (24 Jan 1891)











Tillman (1908) Vardaman (1905)



Augusta Chronicle (12 Dec 1982), 

p. 6



Modern Legacy





“February is Black History Month, so it seems like the perfect 

time to celebrate John Wesley Gilbert -- who is generally 

regarded as the first African American archaeologist and is 

a Brown University alumnus twice over! Gilbert received his 

bachelor’s degree from Brown in 1888, and in 1891 was the 

first African American to receive a Master’s from Brown. We're 

proud that archaeology at Brown has such an important place 

in history.”

Joukowsky Institute Facebook post (2016) 

https://www.facebook.com/archaeologyatbrown/posts/10153309950867093


“Archeologist who studied Greek literature and archeology in 

Athens at the American School (1890–91). Helped excavate 

Eretria and drew the first map of Ancient Eretria.”

Spigner, “Niobe Repeating” (2014), 27



Gilbert in 1902: 
the man and 
the symbol


