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 This week, I want you to investigate the death, funeral, and historical memory of 
your favorite president and to post your findings to your blog. More than a 
few presidents have died in office (in fact, every president elected in a year ending 
with zero between 1840 and 1960 died in office), but many others retired from the 
presidency and lived post-presidential lives of various stripes, qualities, and 
length. In this visual presentation, begin

 When you're ready to submit, return to this page, click "Submit 
Assignment" and enter the URL of your blog entry so that I have an indication 
in the gradebook that you have completed your work. Make sure to include a 
bibliography. Your presentation should take the form of a PowerPoint, Prezi, or 
some similar visual platform.

 After you post your work, go to read some of the blogs of your classmates. By 
commenting on their blog, tell them what you found interesting and offer 
suggestions for future research.

https://canvas.brown.edu/courses/1066525/pages/share-your-blog-url?module_item_id=10363175


 In May of 1806, Jackson dueled Charles Dickinson. Jackson waited for Dickinson 
to take the first shot, and after taking a bullet in his chest, an inch away from his 
heart, Jackson took aim and fired back, fatally wounding Dickinson. However, 
Dickinson’s bullet would ultimately contribute to Jackson’s death.

 Although very sickly, Andrew Jackson lived for eight years after his presidency 
ended in March of 1837.

 He died in his home, called the Hermitage, on June 8th, 1845 at age 78, and was 
buried next to his wife Rachel.

 The cause of death was listed as heart failure and dropsy, however, it was 
discovered in 1999, by researchers at the Ohio University college of medicine, that 
the actual cause of Jackson’s death was lead poisoning from two lead bullets in his 
chest.



 Jackson’s death was slow and drawn out. By the time his presidency had ended, 
he was already quite sick and weak, however, he managed to live for another 8 
years.

 Jackson would draw blood from himself on a regular basis in an attempt to release 
toxins from his blood.

 Though his cause of death was listed as heart failure and dropsy, many of those 
close to Jackson believed that his death was caused by a medicine, called calomel,
prescribed to him by his doctors.

 It was later discovered, in 1999, from samples of Jackson’s hair, that he died of an 
entirely different cause: lead poisoning.



 Jackson’s funeral was on Sunday, June tenth, 1845.

 About 3,000 people attended his funeral.

 The funeral was held in Tennessee at his home, the Hermitage.

 The large turn out of his funeral was significant because it showed how popular he 
was at the time, despite his controversial policies, especially when considering 
how much more difficult travel was at the time.

 Jackson’s parrot attended the funeral, but the parrot had to be removed because it 
was swearing. Apparently it learned the bad language from Jackson.

 I was not able to find evidence other presidents attending Jackson’s funeral, 
however, James K. Polk had just entered office, as the successor to John Tyler, so 
it is entirely possible that one or both of them were in attendance.



 Andrew Jackson is remembered as a president who fought for the common man.

 He is remembered as a tough president, known for his hot temper, and his tendency to 
get into duels and hold grudges. He cared a great deal about maintaining his honor, 
and was quite hostile towards anyone who questioned or threatened his honor.

 As president, Andrew Jackson is remembered for shutting down the Second Bank of 
the United States, the Indian Removal Act, and founding the democratic party. He 
also had a successful military career, in which he rose to the rank of major general of 
the Tennessee militia.

 Today, some controversy surrounding Jackson has re-surfaced. As a slave owner, and 
as the individual largely responsible for the Indian Removal Act, and other anti-
Native American initiatives, many people question whether Jackson should remain on 
the 20 dollar bill, and there is a movement to have him removed from it.

 It is ironic that he is on the bill in the first place, because throughout his life he 
strongly opposed paper currency, in favor of silver and gold.



 https://owlcation.com/humanities/3-Famous-Duels-Involving-Andrew-Jackson

 http://www.biography.com/people/andrew-jackson-9350991/videos/andrew-jackson-
death-of-a-president-12216899637

 http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/andrew-jackson/videos/andrew-
jacksons-death

 http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2015/06/07/andrew-jacksons-funeral-drew-
thousands-swearing-parrot/28664493/

 https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/presidents/andrewjackson
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