
(Applicant) Name, PhD  
Department Name 
Departmental Address 

September 22, 2015 

Dear Search Committee members: 
 

It is with great pleasure that I submit my application for the Assistant Professorship in the Department of 
(Deparment Name) at Yale University. I believe that my research program on the evolution of locomotor 
biomechanics and color systems in tetrapods would be a great fit for this particular position, through my 
utilization of creative interdisciplinary techniques, cutting-edge technologies, and comparative approaches to 
answer fundamental questions in organismal biology. While my focal areas are functional biology and 
biomechanics, my strong background in anatomy also equips me for research and teaching in physiology as 
well (indeed, as the anatomist who coined the word "physiology" wrote in 1542: "anatomy is to physiology as 
geography is to history; it describes the theatre of events."). Furthermore, my research has incorporated 
relevant topics such as reptile physiology (Name et al 2014 Nature). 

 
Particular methods and knowledge that I would bring to Yale include my training in the Morph Group at 
Brown University, such as X-ray Reconstruction of Moving Morphology (XROMM: xromm.org) and Maya 
computer modeling and animation (samples: 1 i); such expertise would greatly complement and enhance 
Yale's forthcoming state-of-the-art high-resolution CT scanning facility. I would also contribute unique and 
valuable datasets for students and collaborators, including the first-ever 3D digital Archaeopteryx skeleton, and 
a comprehensive library of molecular spectra and standards for fossil color reconstruction. I also have strong 
records of publication, teaching, and funding history (~$300K from 20 competitive awards), and my leadership 
experiences range from managing a 33-person statewide disease surveillance program to managing a stage 
production team of 50+ punk rock musicians on the Warped Tour. 

 
Based on my previous studies at Yale and interactions with the (Department Name),  I believe that I would    
be an asset to both the department and university as a whole. I would be able to more closely collaborate    
with (Name) and (Name), and would welcome new collaborations with Dpearment Name faculty such as  
Name and Name on avian coloration and digit development. Yale would be the perfect place for me to thrive  
as an academic leader, and my interdisciplinary research program would further strengthen the ties between 
the (Department Name) and (other Deparmtent Name) departments (not to mention continue the research 
legacy of John Ostrom). This would also include synergies with the Peabody Museum, through my outreach 
activities as a National Geographic Explorer and experience with various museum exhibits, digital content 
production, and prior volunteer work at the Peabody. 

 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration, and please feel free to contact me if you would like any 
additional information or materials. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Name  



 
 

w w BROWN 
 

September 15, 2014 
 
 

(Addressee) Name, Chair  
Department of Science Anthropology 
Tufts University 
311B Eaton Hall 
Medford, MA 02155 

 
 

Dear Professor Name, 
 

I am writing to apply for the advertised position of Assistant Professor of Science and Technology at Tufts 
University. I will receive my PhD in socio-cultural anthropology from Brown University in May 2015. My 
research and teaching interests are situated within the intersection of medicine, technology, and society 
with a focus on African medical systems. Since I consider a broad consideration of technologies of the 
state, as well as techniques of the body, my work complements the department's focus on transnational 
governance, medical anthropology of the body, and anthropology of the state, while introducing a 
curriculum in science and technology studies. 

Based on my dissertation research, my first book project, (Title), is an ethnographic examination 
of assisted reproductive technologies within the context of globalization. In interviews, patients and 
medical practitioners depict reproductive medicine as "fixing" biological bodies that socially suffer from 
the negative consequences of development. Evaluating embryos on the basis of their fragmentation, 
uneven and stalled growth, becomes a heuristic device to critique the national economy, state projects, and 
global income inequalities. Medical semiotics in embryology labs reflect aspirations of building a 
cosmopolitan Africa that is shaped by modernity, science and class-based consumerism. 

A forthcoming book chapter that I have written, "Title," 
specifically discusses how embryologists and patients understand how global economic inequalities and 
gender hierarchies have affected the social and biological factors of infertility in Ghana. Based on 
collected narratives, increased labor migration, and changing work expectations of women have delayed 
fertility and purportedly caused a decreased quality in reproductive cells among urban educated elites. 
These narratives are contrasted with gestational surrogates and sperm donors who have suffered business 
failures, have exorbitant loan repayments, or remain unemployed, but take pride in their virility-allowing 
them to donate their bodies to recuperate their own economic losses . 

My future research plan includes a comparative research project, “Title” that analyzes the 
gendered biomedical discourse around labioplasty, and vaginal rejuvenation in the United States with 
public health campaigns to eradicate female genital cutting in Africa. This project will examine how 
women's bodies are evaluated as public representations of feminist ideals. 

I have over ten years of professional and academic experience in Africa, having worked for 
organizations such as Population Council, CARE-International, and IAVI (International AIDS Vaccine 



Initiative). In 2009 I received a Certificate in Demography from Princeton University's Office of 
Population Research as a visiting scholar. My previous degrees include a M.P.P from the Gerald Ford 
School of Public Policy, University of Michigan with the core concentration of International Economic 
Policy. I received my B.A in Chinese Language and Literature with a dual-minor in Political Science and 
Economics from Rutgers University, with additional training in Chinese language from Beijing Normal 
University and the Harbin Institute of Technology in Manchuria. My interdisciplinary training and 
experience particularly makes me well-suited to teach a STS curriculum, (including the bioethics of 
international policy), and to advise students in diverse disciplines across many geographic regions. 

My teaching experience includes designing and instructing a course entitled Medicine and Society 
for a Brown University summer program for high school students interested in pre-medicine. This course 
helped to introduce students to critical analyses of biomedicine, the social construction of authoritative 
knowledge, and how public health policies and interventions affect individual human lives. The 
undergraduate courses for which I have served as a teaching assistant have included introductory medical 
anthropology, and topics ranging from humanitarianism and human rights, child development in post 
conflict settings, to the structural violence of global health in equalities. My favorite aspect of teaching is 
helping each student individually develop their analytical writing skills, emphasizing the importance of 
developing unique arguments from an anthropological framework incorporating social theories and a 
critical analysis. My individualized mentoring inspires students to attend field schools, study abroad, 
conduct their own research, volunteer in their own communities, and work for NGOs. 

My teaching philosophy is to encourage both anthropology students and students in other 
disciplines to become aware of how anthropological theories and ethnographic research methods can 
inform ethical social action. The STS curriculum that I am prepared to teach at Tufts includes: 
Anthropology of Science and Technology; Gender, Race, and Technology; and Scientific Personhood, an 
advanced seminar that will explore topics of surrogacy, organ transplants, blood donation, and the human 
research subject. These courses complement Tufts' current curriculum in anthropology as well as engage 
with interdisciplinary work at the Fletcher School's Hitachi Center for Technology and International 
Affairs, and the Women's Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program. 

 
Thank you very much for your kind consideration. My CV and letters of recommendation are included in 
my application. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like more information or additional 
application materials. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

(Applicant) Name, MPP, MA, PhD candidate 
Department Name 
Brown University Department 
Department Address 
Providence, RI 02912 
Cell: (###) ###-##### Email: name_lastname@brown.edu 



 
 

BROWN 
 

November 25, 2014 
 

Department of Languages, Literatures, & Cultures 
324 Herter Hall 
University of Massachusetts 
161 Presidents Drive 
Amherst, MA 01003 

 
 

Dear Members of the Search Committee: 
 

I am writing to apply for the assistant professorship in German Studies announced in the  
MLA Job Information List. I am currently completing a Ph.D. at Brown University in 
twentieth and twenty-first century German literature with a focus on literary multilingualism, 
translation studies, and psychoanalysis. I will defend my dissertation, "Title," in May 2015. 

 
My dissertation is a comparative study of two contemporary authors who transcend the 
confines of national literatures. Publishing in German and French (Georges-Arthur 
Goldschmidt) as well as Japanese and German (Yoko Tawada) while translating some of 
their own texts, these authors' writing practices shed light on the inherent foreignness of any 
language, including the mother tongue. At the same time, this bilingual stance gives new 
insight into the nature of translation, metaphor, corporeality, and autobiographical writing. 
Discussing these two authors together for the first time also bridges scholarship in the fields 
of minority and German-Jewish studies. 

 
The first chapter of the dissertation is an examination of the figural gaps, interstices, and  
voids present in texts by Tawada (especially in "Saint George and the Translator") and 
addressed in Goldschmidt's  two largely neglected books on Freud and translation. I argue  
that these gaps, rather than marking untranslatability and incommensurability between 
languages in a way that assumes their inherent unity, enhance an awareness of linguistic 
limitations and resistances as well as poetic potentialities. Turning from the motif of porosity 
to that of fluidity in the second chapter, I contend that water is not merely a recurring 
metaphor in these authors' works, but a key tool in the critique of fluent speech (Tawada)   
and the notion of separable linguistic shores across which meaning is transferred through 
translation (Goldschmidt). A third chapter on the relation between bilingualism, translation, 
and corporeality considers the central role of the body in Goldschmidt's biographically 
informed novels and Tawada's essay-fiction. My final chapter examines autobiographical 
writing as an uncanny practice informed by repetition and self-translation in the case of 
Goldschmidt, and as an experimental and ironic stance in the case of Tawada. 

 
I have presented my research at various conferences and have co-organized an 
interdisciplinary graduate conference as well as two panels for the ACLA. Based on my 



dissertation, I have two articles forthcoming on Yoko Tawada - one in an edited volume on 
German women writers and the spatial turn (De Gruyter),  and  the  other  in  the  collection 
Title, which I have co-edited (Bloomsbury). In a subsequent project that draws on my interests in 
translation and the uncanny, I plan to research the correlation of translation theory and practice 
in Romanticism with German Gothic fiction as a site of contact and conflict with the foreign(er). 

 
I hope to carry my interests in the intriguing, but also unsettling, aspects of otherness into the 
classroom. This includes underlining the ruptures, but also the continuities between 
seemingly disconnected fields and times such as psychoanalysis and translation studies or the 
romantic period and our globalized era. At Brown, I have so far taught five classes on   
German language and culture, have been a teaching assistant for three courses in 
comparative literature (e.g. "Scandinavian Literature"), and have designed and taught a class 
on psychoanalysis for high school students. At UMass Amherst, I could teach language, 
culture, and literature courses at all levels. I have prepared syllabi for four topics related to  
my research. While "Memory, Memoir, and Migration: 20 , century German Life Writing," 
and "Stranger Danger: German Gothic Fiction" could be taught in English or German for 
undergraduate and graduate students alike, "Literature and Multilingualism" - for which I 
have received a curriculum development grant - and "Translation and Metaphor" could also 
attract graduate students from Comparative Literature. 

 
My teaching philosophy reflects my interest in collaborative authorship and learning. I aim to 
create lively and enjoyable classes, in which students can thrive as thoughtful, rigorous, and 
confident scholars. While my course evaluations testify to my passion for teaching, I want to 
enhance the students' own imaginative and intellectual powers. For example, I encourage 
students to heighten their attention through  pre-class  thought  exercises such as responding   
to a key question about a text, to practice their oral skills through group-work, and to deepen 
their thinking through regular writing assignments. I advise students to rewrite assignments,  
be it short papers or homework on their  blogs, instead of merely handing out corrections or 
a single line of interpretation. Technology is vital to my language teaching, and I have made 
extensive use of vocabulary building websites and blogging, especially in connection with 
authentic media such as magazine articles, graphic novels, music videos, and films. 

 
Throughout my time at Brown, I have given guidance to several students with applications 
for study abroad, college, and graduate school. My longtime commitment to the department 
as German tutor, representative for the Graduate Student Council, and liaison for the 
Sheridan Center for Teaching has prepared me for future service and committee work, and 
for being part of a vibrant community of students and teachers. 

 
I have enclosed my resume, three reference contacts, and two articles as writing samples. 
Please visit my teaching portfolio at (web address) or contact me for any other materials at 
name_lastname@brown.edu. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

Name Last name 


