
Context

The site of S’Urachi in west-central Sardinia was continuously inhabited between the Bronze Age and the Roman early

Imperial period. Past research at the site has already shed light on the gradual transformations the settlement underwent

throughout the Iron Age, when interaction with Phoenician newcomers resulted in substantial changes in the indigenous

community (fig. 1). Since 2013 ongoing excavations, jointly supported by the museum of San Vero Milis and the Joukowsky

Institute of Brown University have brought to light securely stratified contexts and a large assemblage of primarily ceramic

material culture which enables us to understand human activity at S’Urachi between the 8th and 2nd centuries BC. The

ceramic functional categories which have been identified include a substantial number of Phoenician and Punic transport

amphorae. In this poster, we aim to present an overview of amphora types and the main associated ceramic fabrics between

the initial period of contact with Phoenician newcomers in the late 8th - early 7th century BC and the late Punic – Roman

Republican period (2nd century BC).

fig. 1

Excavations have been focused in particular on two sectors, both localised outside the external defensive wall surrounding

the nuraghe, namely sectors D and E. Sector D (12 × 15 m) is situated against this external wall, south-east of the nuraghe,

between towers 1 and 7. Sector E (10 × 10 m) extends east of the complex in correspondence with towers 2 and 3. Sector D

is defined by a number of structures and rooms that were built at a time when the nuraghe and its outer defensive wall were

already being abandoned and falling into disrepair. One of these rooms (A) was partially built over one of towers (#7) of the

outer wall, which was backfilled towards the end of the 2nd c. BC. (fig. 2).

In sector E, the ongoing excavations have revealed earlier phases, showing that throughout the 7th and 6th century BC a

stream of about 4m wide ran more or less in parallel to the nuraghe’s external defensive wall. The stream was subsequently

channelled by the construction of two parallel embankments around the late 7th century BC, and from the second half of the

6th century BC it began to be backfilled with domestic trash. By the 5th century BC the stream was completely backfilled and

a sequence of irregular mortar floors were laid in the area during the 4th century BC, which may have been used for a variety

of outdoor productive activities (fig. 3).
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Amphora types

Area E

The earliest amphora types come from sector E, and include amphora fragments dating between the late 8th and 4th century

BC, while the amphora typologies attested in sector D mostly date between the 4th and 2nd century BC. In the amphora

assemblage collected from sector E, the most ancient type is a rim fragment of a Ramon type T-3.1.1.1. = Bartoloni B2,

generically dated to the mid 8th and mid 7th century BC. Based on stratigraphic data and associated material, the fragment

should be considered residual, as the same stratigraphic context has yielded finds dated as late as the mid 6th century BC.

Slightly later is the chronology of a rim fragment of a T-2.1.1.1. = B5 amphora type, which goes back to the first half of the 7th

century BC. From the western Mediterranean, traditionally associated to production areas at the Phoenician settlements in

Andalusia, are two rim fragments of type T-10.1.2.1., dated to the mid 7th – early 6th century BC.

From the late 7th century BC and throughout the 6th century BC, Phoenician amphorae were much more abundant at

S’Urachi, as is evident from 18 fragments of type T-2.1.1.2. = B7, dated to the late 7th – early 6th century BC, by 21

fragments of type T-1.2.1.1./2. = D1, dated to the late 7th – mid 6th century BC, and by 24 fragments of type T-1.4.2.1. =

D2/3, dated to the 6th – early 5th century BC. The most frequent amphora type from sector E is type T-1.4.4.1. = D4, dated to

the 5th – early 4th century BC, and attested by 25 rim fragments. The most recent phase in this sector, dating to the mid 4th

century BC, is represented by 12 fragments of type T-4.1.1.3./4. = D7, the chronology of which ranges between the late 5th

and the end of the 4th century BC (fig. 4).

fig. 4

Area D

From the fill of tower 7 and the contemporary layers laid for the construction of room A, dated to the end of the 2nd century

BC, come later amphora types as well as a substantial amount of residual material from earlier phases. The earlier amphora

fragments include two rims of type T-1.4.2.1. = D2/3, dated to the 6th – early 5th century BC, and four rims of type T-1.4.4.1. =

D4, dated to the 5th – early 4th century BC. The most abundant residual amphora type is type T-4.1.1.3./4. = D7 with 55 rims

fragments, dated between the late 5th and the late 4th century BC. These fragments document an important chronological

phase at S’Urachi in the Punic period, and they are matched by substantial amounts of coeval ceramic material culture from

the same archaeological deposit. Dating between the 3rd and 2nd century BC are amphora types T-5.2.1.1./T-5.2.1.3./T-

5.1.1.1./T-5.2.2.1./ 2., whose slight typological variations cannot be identified from rim fragments, but they roughly correspond

to Bartoloni’s types D9/10. This typological group is documented by 42 fragments. From sector D, Punic amphora typologies

traditionally associated with North African production are types T-4.2.1.5./6. = E1, dated between the 4th and mid 3rd century

BC and documented by two rim fragments, types T-5.2.3.1./2. = E2, dated between the late 3rd and early 2nd century BC and

documented by one fragment, and types T-7.4.1.1./T-7.4.2.1./ 2. = H2, dated to the 2nd century BC and documented by one

fragment (fig. 5).

fig. 5
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Amphora typologies: chronological aspects

The overall distribution of Phoenician and Punic amphora types from the excavations in sectors E and D at S’Urachi points to

a substantial increase in the presence of amphorae from the late 7th century BC, as shown by the chronological profile based

on a weighted mean of a 25-year chronological reference unit (fig. 6).

fig. 6

It should however be noted that the peaks do not necessarily relate to periods of increased circulation of amphorae, because

they may at least be partially explained by the overlapping chronologies of some amphora types: the early 6th century peak is

a case in point, as it is created by the conventional dates of types T-2.1.1.2. = B7, T-1.2.1.1./2. = D1, and T-1.4.2.1. = D2/3.

Similarly, the first half of the 5th century BC is where the chronologies of types T-1.4.2.1. = D2/3 and T-1.4.4.1. = D4 overlap,

while the peak in the late 5th – early 4th century may be ascribed to the chronology of types T-1.4.4.1. = D4 and T-4.1.1.3./4.

= D7. It is nevertheless clear that a substantial portion of the amphora assemblage at S’Urachi dates to the late 7th and early

6th century BC, and that there similarly are a substantial number of fragments dated to the late 5th - 4th century BC. Those

two periods correspond broadly to the establishment of two permanent Phoenician sites around the Gulf of Oristano – namely

Othoca and Tharros -, and to a sharp increase of rural settlement across the island during the Punic period from the 4th

century BC onwards (fig. 7)

fig. 7

Ceramic fabrics and provenance

A preliminary ceramic fabric reference classification for west-central Sardinia has been built up over the past twenty years,

based on work on material from the recent excavations at the Punic farms at Truncu ‘e Molas and Pauli Stincu, and from old

excavations at S’Urachi. In particular, two ceramic fabrics have been identified that are consistent with local production at

S’Urachi, three fabrics consistent with regional production that may be associated with the Phoenician settlement at Tharros,

and three fabrics of likely or possible north African productions. Among the latter, fabric D1 in particular has been securely

identified as a Carthaginian production on the basis of comparisons with excavated material. Although work on the ceramic

fabrics is still in progress, some interesting insights into the provenance of amphorae are suggested by associations between

early typologies and fabrics, such as types T-2.1.1.2. = B7, and T-1.2.1.1./2. = D1. Regarding the former, the ceramic fabric of

nine out of 18 fragments of this amphora type has been identified, four of which point to a possibly north African production

(three are D1), while five fragments point to the Tharros area. Of the 21 fragments pertaining to amphora type T-1.2.1.1./2. =

D1, and dated between the late 7th and mid 6th century BC, nine may be associated with regional production in the Tharros

area, while a Carthaginian provenance can be assigned to two fragments.
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